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suffer him to speak in any bill to move or dissuade it.1
But when any bill is read; the speaker's office is, as briefly
and plainly as he may, to declare the effect thereof to the
house. If the commons do assent to such bills as be sent
to them first agreed upon by the lords they send them back
to the lords, thus subscribed 'les commons out assentus' ;
so if the lords do agree to such bills as be first agreed upon
by the commons, they send them down to the speaker thus
subscribed ' les seigneurs ont assentus/ If they cannot agree,
the two houses (for every bill from \vhencesoever it doth
come is thrice read in each of the houses), if it be under-
stood that there is any sticking, sometimes the lords to the
commons, sometimes the commons to the lords, do require
that a certain of each house may meet together, and so
each part to be informed of other's meaning ; and this is
always granted. After which meeting for the most part, not
always, either part agrees to other's bills.

" In the upper house they give their assent and dissent
each man severally and by himself, first for himself and
then for so many as he hath proxy. When the chancellor
hath demanded of them whether they will go to the
question after the bill hath been thrice read, they saying
only Content or Not Content, without further reasoning or
replying, and as the more number doth agree so it is agreed
on or dashed.

" In the nether house none of them that is elected, either
knight or burgess, can give his voice to another, nor his
consent or dissent by proxy. The more part of them" that
be present only maketh the consent or dissent.

" After the bill hath been twice read and then engrossed
and eftsoones read and disputed on enough as is thought,
the speaker asketh if they will go to the question. And if
they agree he holdeth the bill up in his hand and saith,
' As many as will have this bill go forward, which is con-
cerning such a matter, say " Yea." ; Then they which allow
the bill cry ' Yea/ and as many as will not say ' No' ;
as the cry of ' Yea' or ' No' is bigger so the bill is

x Hooker says: " If upon this trial the number of either side be alike,
then the Speaker shall give his voice, and that only in this point; for
otherwise he hath no voice." (Mountmorres, vol. i., pp. 119, 120.)